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SUBJECT:  AMBASSADOR  DISCUSSES  WITH  FORMER  PM  SAMAK  HIS 
DOWNFALL , 

REF:  BANGKOK  2778  (SAMAK  UNDERCUT) 
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Classified  By:  Ambassador  Eric  G.  John,  reason:  1.4  (b,  d) 

f.  1 . (C)  Summary:  Former  Prime  Minister  Samak  Sundaravej  resigned  from  his  position  as  Party  Leader  of  the  People's  Power  Party  (PPP)  September 
f2 . (C)  Comment:  XXXXXXXXXXXX ' s expectation  that  his  term  in  office  may  be  short-lived  tracks  with  a widespread  view  among  Thais  that  the  PPP  v 
SAMAK  QUITS  PPP  POST,  HEADS  TO  DISNEY  WORLD 


J3 . (C)  On  September  30,  a PPP  official  told  the  media  that  former  PM  Samak  Sundaravej  had  formally  resigned  from  his  position  of  PPP  Party  Lee 

f4 . (C)  Note:  Once  Samak  lost  face  after  PPP  legislators  signaled  their  unwillingness  to  support  his  reelection  as  Prime  Minister  (reftel),  it 

SAMAK  DISCUSSES  HIS  DOWNFALL,  CRITICIZES  THE  QUEEN 

f5 . (C)  Samak  described  to  Ambassador  the  political  pressure  against  him  during  his  seven  months  in  office.  He  showed  disdain  for  Queen  Sirikit 
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monarchy,  Samak  made  no  mention  of  the  Crown  Prince. 

f6 . (C)  Samak,  a former  journalist,  lamented  his  opponents'  success  in  manipulating  media  coverage  of  his  administration.  Samak  noted  that  joc 
Rak  Thai  and,  subsequently,  the  People's  Power  Party. 

f.  7 . (C)  Samak 's  eyes  became  misty  as  he  recalled  that,  when  he  was  contemplating  returning  to  the  premiership  after  eviction  from  office  by  the 
Out  with  the  Old,  Out  with  the  New? 

f. 8 . (C)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  indicated  to  Ambassador  October  1 that  he  expected  the  Somchai  administration  to  be  short-lived,  though  he  hoped  it  could 

f9 . (C)  On  the  ongoing  PAD  occupation  of  Government  House,  XXXXXXXXXXXX  said  he  had  twice  spoken  with  PAD  XXXXXXXXXXXX,  most  recently  on  the  ni 


